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bility means severe standards in this regard. These standards can
be built up only through practice in following up and acting upon
the meaning of what is acquired.
Intellectual thoroughness is thus another name for the attitude
we are considering. There is a kind of thoroughness which is almost
purely physical: the kind that signifies mechanical and exhausting
drill upon all the details of a subject. Intellectual thoroughness is
seeing a thing through. It depends upon a unity of purpose to
which details are subordinated, not upon presenting a multitude
of disconnected details. It is manifested in the firmness with which
the full meaning of the purpose is developed, not in attention, how-
ever "conscientious" it may be, to the steps of action externally
imposed and directed.
Summary, Method is a statement of the way the subject matter
of an experience develops most effectively and fruitfully. It is de-
rived, accordingly, from observation of the course of experiences
where there is no conscious distinction of personal attitude and
manner from material dealt with. The assumption that method is
something separate is connected with the notion of the isolation
of mind and self from the world of things, It makes instruction and
learning formal, mechanical, constrained. While methods are indi-
vidualized, certain features of the normal course of an experience
to its fruition may be discriminated, because of the fund of wisdom
derived from prior experiences and because of general similarities in
the materials dealt with from time to time. Expressed in terms of
the attitude of the individual the traits of good method are straight-
forwardness, flexible intellectual interest or open-minded will to
learn, integrity of purpose, and acceptance of responsibility for the
consequences of one's activity including thought.